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m, AMENBMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for verifying product licenses using hardware and product 
identifications, comprising the steps of: 

providing a computer hardware component; 

accessing a verification file, wherein the verification file includes a plurality of product 
identifications and a nluralitv of hardware identifications , which correspond to particular end- 
user compute r systems: and 

comparin g, during installation of a product, the plurality of hardware identifications with 
a corresponding hardware identi fication stored on the hardware component. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim I, further comprising writing license information 
in a registry of the hardware component separate from the verification file if a match exists 
between tlie plurality of hardware identifications and the corresponding hardware identification 
stored on the hardware component and writing a message indicating an invalid installation 
attempt in tlie registry if a match does not exist between the plurality of hardware identifications 
and the corresponding hardware identification stored on the hardware component . 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, further comprisin g logging die hardware 
identification in a log maintained by a producer of the product and [og«:ina a mess age indicating 
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an invalid mstallation attempt in the loe if a match does not ex ist between the plurality of 
hardware identifications and the corresponding hardware identification stored on the hardwayre 
component . 

4. (Original) The metliod of claim 3, wherein the l ogging step comprises logging the hardware 
identification on a server. 

5. (Original) Tlie method of claim 1, wherein the verification file is encrypted, and wherein the 
ejicrypted verification file ts decrypted prior to the comparing step. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising installing a program on the hardware 
component when a match is established between the compared hardware identifications for a 
particular program identification associated with the program. 

7. (Original) The method of claim I, wherein the hardware component is a processor, and 
wherein the hardware identification is a processor identification. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

installing a verification application on tine hardware component; and 
using the verification application to access the verification file. 
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9. (Originiil) The metliod of claim 8, further comprising removing the verification application, 
after the comparison step- 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the accessing step comprises downloading an 
encrypted verification file from a server, prior to the comparing step. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the accessing step comprises accessing an 
encrypted verification file from a drive associated with the hardware component. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method for verifying product licenses using hardware and product 
identifications, comprising the steps of: 

providing a processor, 

installing a verification application on the processor; 

locating a verification file with the verification appUcation, wherein the verification file 
includes at least one processor identification and at least one product identification; and 

comparin g, during installation of a product, the at least one verification file processor 
identification with a corresponding processor identification stored on the processor. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, further comprising: 

writing license information in a registry of the processor separate firo m the verification 
file if a match exists between the verification file processor identification and the corresponding 
processor identification stored on the processor: 
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writing a message indicating an invalid installation attempt to the registry ifajnr iatch does 
not exist between the verification file processor identification and the corresponding processor 
identifrcation stored on the processor : 

logging processor information in a log maintained bv a producer of the product; 

logging a message indicating an invalid installation attempt in the log if a match does not 
exist between the verification file processor identification and the_corresponding processor 
identification stored on the processor ; and 

removing the verification application from the processor. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein the processor information comprises the 
processor identification. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 12, further comprising installing the product when a match 
exists between tlte verification fi le processor identification and the corresponding processor 
identificatioii stored on the processor. 

16. (Original) The method of clai m 12, wherein the locating step comprises searching with (lie 
verification application for a verification on a drive associated with the processor, 

17. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the locating step comprises searching with the 
verification application for a verification on a network server. 
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18. (Origina]) The method of cl aim 12, wherein the verification file is encrypted, and wherein the 
encrypted verification file is decrypted prior to the comparing step. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, wherein the verification file includes a 
plurality of processor identifications , which correspond to particular end-user computer systems, 
and a plurality of program identifications. 

20. (Currently Amended) A system for verifying product licenses using hardware and product 
identifications, comprising: 

an access system for accessing a verification file, wherein tlie verification file includes a 
hardware identification and a product identification; 

a comparison system for comparin g^ during installation of a product, the hardware 
identification of the verification file with a corresponding hardware identification on a computer 
hardware component; 

a registry system for registering license information in a registry separate firom the 
verification file if a match exists between the verification file identification and the 
corresponding processor identification and for vmtinj^ to the reeistrv a message indicating an 
invalid installation attempt if a match does not exist between the verification file identification 
and the corresponding processor identification ; and 

a log system for logging hardware inform ation in a log maintained by a pro ducer of the 
product and for logging a message indicating an invalid installation attempt in the log if a match 
does not exist between the verification file processor identification and the cor responding 
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processor identification stored on the processor . 

21. (Original) The system of claim 20, wherein the comparison system furtlier compares the 
product identification of the verification file wi th a corresponding product identi fication of a 
product being installed on the hardware component. 

22. (Original) Tlie system of claim 20, wherein the hardware component is a processor, and 
wherein the hardware identificatioo is a processor identification. 

23. (Original) The system of claim 20, wherein the verification file is accessed from a drive 
associated with the hardware component. 

24. (Original) The system of claim 20, wherein the verification file is accessed fi-om a network 
server. 

25. (Original) The system of claim 20, wherein the verification file is encrypted, and wherein the 
system furtlier comprises a decryption system for decrypting the encrypted verification file. 

26. (Currently Amended) A system for verifying product hcenses using hardware and product 
identifications, comprising: 

a computer hardware component; 

a verification file having a plurality of hardware identifications, which correspond to 
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particular end-user computer systems, and product identifications; 
an access system for accessing the verification file; aod 

a comparison system for coniparin g. during installation of a product, the verification file 
hardware identifications with a corresponding hardware identification stored on the hardwaie 
component, and for comparin |g, during installation of a product, the verification file product 
identi fications with a corresponding product identiftcalion of a product being installed on the 
hardware componeat, 

27. (Currently Amended) Tlie system of claim 26, further comprising: 

a registry system for registering license information in a registry of the hardware 
component separate fi'om the verification file if a match exists between the veri fication file 
identifications and the corresponding hardware identification and between the verification file 
product identifications and the corresponding product identification and for writing to the retdstry 
a messase indicating an invalid installation attempt if a match does not exist betweenjlie 
verification file identifications and the conresponding hardware Identification and between the 
verification file product identifications and the corresponding product identification : 

a log system for logging hardware information in a log maintained by a producer of the 
product and for loitging a message indicating an invalid installationjatlempt in the log if a match 
does not exist between the verification file processor identifications and the corresp_ondini> 
haidware identification stored on the processor or product and between the verification file 
product identifications and the corresponding product identification ; and 
a decryption system for decrypting the verification file. 
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28. (Original) The system of claim 27, wherein the log is on a server. 

29. (Original) The system of claim 26, wherein the verification file is accessed from a drive 
associ ated witli the hardware component. 

30. (Original) Tlie system of claim 26, wherein the verification file is accessed from a network 
server. 

31. (Currently Amended) A program product stored on a recordable media for verifying product 
licenses using hardware and product identifications, which when executed, comprises: 

an access system for accessing a verification file, wherein the verification file includc[[s]] 
a hardware identification and a product identification; 

a compari son system for comparin g, during installation of a product, the hardware 
identification of the verification file with a corresponding hardware identification on a computer 
hardware component; 

a registry system separate from the verification_fil_e for registering license information in a 
registry if a match exists between the verification fi le identification and the corresponding 
hardware identi fication and for writuig a message indicating an invalid installation atte mpt to the 
registry if a match does not exist between the verification fi le identification and the 
corresponding hardware identification : and 

a log system for logging hardware information in a log maintained by a producer of the 
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product and for logring a message ijTdicating an invalid ipstallation attempt in t he log if a match 
docs not exist between the verification file processor identification and tlie corr esponding 
processor identification stored on the processor . 

32. (Original) The program product of claim 31, wherein the comparison system furUier 
compares the product identification of the verification file wi th a corresponding product 
identification of a product being installed on the hardware component. 

33. (Original) Tlie program product of claim 31, wherein the hardware component is a processor^ 
and wherein the hardware identification is a processor identification. 

34. (Original) The program product of claim 31, wherein the verification file is accessed ft^om a 
drive associated with the hardware component. 

35. (Original) The program product of claim 3 1 , wherein the verification file is accessed fi-om a 
network server. 

36. (Original) The program product of claim 31, wherein tlie verification file is encrypted and 
wherein the system fiirther comprising a decryption system for decrypting the encrypted 
verification file, 
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